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By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Aurora, goddess of the dawn in
Roman mythology, isalso symbolic
of new beginnings. Theauroraisthe
dawn of anew day. For afew village
communities in Flores, Guatemal a,
Joint Task Force-Aurora is giving
themjust that —anew start.

The sweat poured. Shovels dove
deep into the ground. The dusty old
school yard filled with children as
they watched the U.S. military men
work acrosstheroad on what wasto
soon be hometo gradeskindergarten
through sixth grade ... their new
schoolhouse.

The old school, back across the
well-traveled dirt road, sat silently,
weatherworn, wooden slabs falling
apart from each other aswalls, wood-
en stripslining the singleroom once
designed astables, andlong, splinter-
ing boardsfor thechildrentositon. A
single chalkboard stood against the
front wall of the room; it had seen
many generations of children and

Photo by 1st Lt. Kim Garbett

A member of Task Force-Auroradrills aholeinto agranite block foranew
schoolhousein Guatemalaas part of New Horizons 2001.

New Horizons builds up in Flores,
Guatemala gains schools, clinics

many |lessonsyear after year had been
repeated onitsface. It wasaCentral
American version of the “Little
House on the Prairie” schoolhouse,
with even more dust and even less
supplies and protection from the
weather thanonecanimagine.

Joint Task Force-Aurora’ smission
in Guatemalaistobuildfive schools,
fivewellsand to assist with road re-
pairs around Flores. Three medical
readinesstraining exerciseswill aso
provide medical care for
Guatemalansin the area. More than
700 United States active-duty, Re-
serve and Guard military members
representing all services from units
worldwide will participate in JTF-
Aurora from January to May this
year.
Members from Joint Task Force-
Bravo, Honduras, and personnel from
thelst Battalion, 207th Aviation Reg-
iment out of Alaskaareal soproviding
support for thisexercise.

New Horizonsexerciseslike JTF-
Aurora are humanitarian and civil

SeeAurora, Page8

Living at
Task Force-
Lempira

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
IguanaEditor

Outonadusty plaininthestateof Lem-
pira, Honduras, sets of tentssit in the hot
sun, home to the builders of schools and
clinicsfor the next six months.

Thebasecampisasimpleonewherethe
soldiers, sailors, airmenand Marinessleep
inlargetentson green cots. Theshift work
leavessometrying to catch afew winksin
the heat of theHonduran dry season.

“We currently have laundry facilities,
two MWR tents with televisions, books,
magazines, computers and telephones as
well asexchangefacilitiesto buy shaving,
bath and other products,” said CPT Wilfre-
do Rivera, base camp commander.

The base is not without its amenities.
The barbershop offers many of the same
facilitiesthat the Soto Cano beauty shop
offers, such asabody massage and afull -
servicehaircut. Next to the beauty shopis
asouvenir shop offering avariety of goods
from necklacestobags.

Improvements are constantly being
made to the base camp. Members of the
678th Engineer Detachment recently in-
stalled electrical circuitstoexpand laundry
capabilities. The team, waiting to get to
work on electricity and plumbing projects
at the Lempiraprojects, invested some of
their electrical knowledge to equip the
base camp with outsidelighting.

Many of thesol dierscongregatearound
their linksto theworld beyond Honduras.
Some can be seen enjoying the simple
pleasuresof the afternoontalk show.

“My favoritething to do hereiswatch
television,” said SGT Robert Trotter of the
269th Military Police Company. “It’smy
link to what's going on in the outside
world.”

Thebasecampitself hasbecomepart of
thefabric of theGracias, L empiracommu-
nity asthe Guardsmen and local sinteract
witheachother.

“They [thevillagers] treat usasfriends;
itislikethey’ veknownyouforyears,” said
Rivera.“Itisareally goodfeelingfor all of
us.”

Life at the base camp may not be like
staying at afive-star hotel, but it ishome
for thetroops of Task Force-Lempira.
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Women havelong, storied history in world events

By CSM Herman Fisher
JTF-Bravo Command Sergeant Major

Of al of God’ screations, nonehaveprovenover the
yearsto bemoreresourceful, determined, compassion-
ateor patient as“woman.”

L ong beforerecorded history, shewasquietly shap-
ingtheworld around her. It wasshewho gavebirthto
therulers of every nation on earth. Her bones are the
oldest proof of the evolution of our race. Everything
that isgenteel in our nature can betraced back to her.
What troubles me most isthefact that some of usstill
don’t understand what women have always known,
“Man HasNo Future Without Woman!”

For yearswehavetreated womanlikethewind; you
can’'t seeit, smell it, or tasteit, but you know it’ sthere.
Like the wind, over the years, she has always been
there.

Shewastherein 1776; her namewasAbigail Adams.
Shewrote her husband, John, who was attending the
Continental Congressin Philadelphia. Abigail asked
that heand the other menworking onthe Declaration of
Independence, “Remember the Ladies.” John’s re-
sponsewas, “ TheDeclaration’ swording specifiesthat
all menarecreated equal.”

Shewastherein 1866; their nameswere Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. They formed the
American Equal Rights Association, an organization
for whiteand black women, aswell asmen dedicated to
thegoal of universal suffrage.

She provided cureslong before modern medicine
begantotreat thesick for afee. Shewastherein 1990;
her name was AntoniaNovello, the first woman and
first Hispanicto be appointed asthe Surgeon General of
theUnited Statesof America.

Over theyears, we havewithwonderment and anun-
spoken pride watched her overcome insurmountable
oddsto achieve unimaginablefeats.

Shewastherein 1921; her namewas Bessie Cole-
man, thefirst woman to earn aninternational aviation

licenseand theworld’ sfirst licensed black aviator.

Never oneto rest on past accomplishments, shewas
therein 1999; her name was Eileen Collins, the first
woman to command aspace shuttle mission.

Throughout history, shehasquietly and methodical-
ly established herself asakey ingredient tothesurvival
of our speciesand possibly our planet.

Withsuchavital roletoplay inour future, why dowe
abuse her and deny her ithe rights-we enjoy? She's
proven her ability toexcel inthe business community,
yet her annuakincomeisstilltessthan her'mal e counter
part. Sheismorelikely to beliving frompaycheck to
paycheck,andthat’ sonepaycheck away fromlivingon
thestreets: Oddsare sheisthesinglehead of the house-
holdin one-third of our nation’ shomes. In her lifetime
shewill know onefemale(friend or family) that dies of
AIDS. Small wonder that in her adolescent years she
comprisesthelargest segment of society likely tocom-
mit'suicide. Despite the promise of a hard and some-
timesbrutal lifesheendures, in fact shegrowsstronger
every day.

Her ability to express herself even in the worst of
timesisstill the testimony to the human spirit. In her
life, she will .be abused or will -see one-of her kind
abused, yet somehow shewill-stay imharmony with her
surroundings. As M aya-Angelou wrote in 1970, “I
know why the caged bird sings.”

In 1865 President Andrew Johnson awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor to Dr. Mary Edwards
Walker for serviceto thenation duringtimeof war. To
thisdate, nowoman has ever received asimilar honor.
However shewasthereaswar correspondentsinWorld
Wear |. Between WorldWar Il and Vietnamtheonly po-
sitionsshedidn’t fill werethosethat put her in direct
contact with theenemy. Today, with no clearly defined
battlelinesontheground or intheair, shehasproven
her ability tofight for what shebelievesin.

Although history has produced many well-known
and famouswomen, thiscountry isjust asgrateful for
the contributions of some present-day heroines.

WomenlikeLindaFisher of McVeytown, Pa., ase-

By Chaplain (CPT) David Phillips
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

Thisisthe season of Lent. Lent iscelebrated 40
days before the celebration of Easter Holy Week.
Usually during L ent, wethink of somethingwecan
giveupinour lifein honor of what our Lord Jesus
Christ gave up for usonthecross. Thisremindsme
of astory afriend e-mailed me some time ago and
havereceived hererecently. It goeslikethis:

“God sWings, anarticlein National Geographic
several yearsago, provided apenetrating picture of
God’ swingsover usaswell.

After aforest firein'Y ellowstoneNational Park,
forest rangersbegan their trek up amountainto as-
sesstheinferno’ sdamage.

Oneranger found abird literally petrified in ash-
es, perched statuesquely ontheground at the base of
atree. Somewhat sickened by the eerie sight, he
knocked over thebird withastick.

When he gently struck it, three tiny chicks scur-
riedfromunder their dead mother’ swings. Thelov-
ing mother, keenly awareof impending disaster, had

Chaplain’sCorner
What areyou willing to sacrificeto God?

carried her offspring to the base of thetreeand had
gathered them under her wings, instinctively know-
ing that thetoxic smokewouldrise.

Shecould haveflown to safety but had refused to
abandon her babies. When theblaze had arrived and
theheat had scorched her small body, themother had
remai ned steadfast. Because shehad beenwillingto
die, those under the cover of her wingswouldlive.”

“Hewill cover you with hisfeathers, and under
hiswingsyouwill findrefuge.” (Psalm91:4). Being
loved this much should make a difference in your
life, too.

Thus, during L ent, whenwereflect what our Lord
JesusChrist didfor usonthecross, what arewewill-
ing to giveup for Him? He gave Hislifefor usbe-
cause heloved usand knew we could not save our-
selves. The Bible states in 1 Corinthians 15:3,
“Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip-
tures.” Likethemother bird that protected her chil-
drenfromthefire, what can wegiveof ourselvesfor
the betterment of mankind? How can we makethe
worldaround usalittlebetter becausewewerewill-
ingtogetinvolved or to makeasacrifice?Who could
usealoving or friendly touch from ustoday?

mi- retired working mother of four. Wereit not for this
great lady, Joint Task Force-Bravowould not have SSG
MarcellaJo Fisher, oneof only fivefemalesoldiersas-
signed to 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment.
Working asaUH-60 Blackhawk technical inspector,
Fisherjustrecently arrivedinHondurasbut hasbeenin
theArmy forover 15years.

Every day that Airman 1st Class Penny Juricagoes
towork asamember of Joint Security Forces, shedoes
sowith theknowledgethat sheisasourceof pridefor
Mary Joy Meadors. Thismother of twoiscredited for
being a source of strength and inspiration for her
youngest child.

It hasbeen said that behind every great manthereis
agreater woman, and inthe case of Maj. Marbel Roy,
the same istrue. A mother of five, Amalia Castro of
Stamford, Conn., hasfollowed thesuccessful Air Force
officer career of her second of fivechildrenfor the past
16years. Assigned asthe Task Force personnel officer
six monthsago, Mgj. Marbel Castro-Roy isresponsible
for keeping the Task Force' spaperwork and personnel
moving intheright direction.

Thisisthe year 2001, let’s make this the year of
firsts. Thefirst year wetreat women with dignity and
respect, asanequal. Thefirst year wefollow her lead,
because history has shown that sheknowswhereshe's
going. The first year we recognize that she is far
stronger than we could ever be, because the wei ght of
theworld hasalwaysbeen on her soft shoulders.
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Clearing drugs during Costa Rican Central Skies

By Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
Public Affairs

Many challenges were faced and
overcome by ajoint-agency operation
during the certification phase of Central
Skiesinthemountainousjunglesof Cos-
ta Rica this month, leaving the score
counter-drug enforcement agents — 1
and dopegrowers—O0.

Soldiersand airmen from Joint Task
Force-Bravo, the 1st Battalion, 228th
Aviation Regiment, U.S. DEA agents
and CostaRican counter-drug operators
took to theskiesMarch 7to 13inadual-
purpose role — to certify the Central
Skiesmission and weed the countryside
of marijuana. Both roleswere success-
ful.

With morethan 385,000 plantsfound
and destroyed in three active days of
grooming the mountainsides, it was a
continuance of successbeyond theobvi-
ous.

Last year's Central Skies mission
found football-sized fields out in the
openwhereagentscould get at themari-
juanaplantseasily.

Thisyear, agentsfound 20-by-20yard
patchesback inthemountainsandinless
accessibleareas. Thepatchesarecamou-
flaged with other crops, concealed from
air surveillance by trees and shrubs, or
located where obstacles will prevent a
helicopter from landing, said a U. S.
DEA agent who hasworked CostaRican
counter-drug measures for nearly five
years.

Thisshowspast operationsarework-
ing, he said. Retreating to secluded
mountainous fields and reducing the
amount of plants grown reduces the
amount of product available on the
street, soitisadefinitesignthat Central
Skiesisbeing effective, the agent con-
cluded.

Access problems did not inhibit the
current operations, mainly due to the
training of themulti-national force.

CPT Dave Arnold of JTF-Bravo and
1SG Samuel Coston of ARFOR were
two of the rappel mastersthat fired off
the Central Skiesmissionwith somerap-
pel and special patrol infiltration/exfil-
tration system (SPIES) training.

Arnold said they certified the two
nine-person teamsmadeup of oneU. S.
DEA agent and eight CostaRican count-
er-drugoperatorsinrappel and SPIESon
day oneof theexercise. TheTask Force
can insert teams via helicopter either
through SPIES, rappelling or aJacob’ s
ladder — whichisaropeladder that dan-
gles20feet below theaircraft.

Costonstated the hillsand vegetation
madethistraining much moreintenseas
typical exercisesareconducted on most-
ly flat, barren ground.

Thetraining wasvalued aswell.

“Theagentsreally appreciateit. I've
had some host nation policegiveappre-
ciativecommentsand thanksfor thetime
the military hastaken to train us. They
arereally grateful for theresources, pro-
fessionalism and camaraderie JTF-Bra-
vo has provided,” said a DEA special
agent on hisfirst missioninto the Costa

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

A MEDEVAC aircraft comes in to provide medical support during a Central
Skies counterdrug missionin CostaRica.

Rican areaof operations.

After certification on insertion/ex-
traction, it wastimeto put thetraining to
the test in the jungles eradicating pot
plants.

Missionswere coordinatedintheop-
erations center, where a big wall map
loomed and indicated striketargets pro-
videdfromprevioussurveillanceandin-
sider-source information. Team plans
were coordinated and flights com-
menced.

Helicopterswhirled and then disap-
peared over the jungle-laden horizon
headed for themountainousinterior. Af-
ter gathering their full team at a ren-
dezvous point, it was up into the strike
Zones.

UH-60 Blackhawk helicoptersflew a
gridpatternover thetarget boxeslooking
for theillegal plantations. Onamap, the
targets appear clear, but cruising above

SeeDrugs, Page7

Commanders’ Corner

‘Progressthrough Unity’ everyday at JTF-Bravo, world

By Mo Eckols
Education Services

Thespirit of ‘ Progressthrough Unity’ isaliveand
well at Soto CanoAir Base, whereAir Force, Army and
Marine personnel often agree, “... base is so small,
everyoneknowseveryone, just likefamily ...” Thisis
not ssmply alocal sloganfor theday or moment. These
dedicated servicemembershavecometo aremote, un-
accompanied site, leaving their familiestemporarily,
motivated by challenges and a positive spirit. With
their eyeson that mission guidepost, it isapparently
understood that mission success, as well asbeing a
good role model asan American overseas, startswith
just oneindividual. It then extendsin community co-
operation that ultimately resultsin cohesive progress
that perpetuatesunity worldwide.

Throughworldwideteamwork, national heroesac-
complish great featsamong kings, presidentsand gen-
erals, yet it started with one individual cooperating
withanother, extending tothehost-nation, thenradiat-
ing united good will worldwide.

One of my heroes, Genera H. Norman
Schwarzkopf, described how he* saw” Sheikh Abdu-
laziz Bin Abdul Mohsen al Tuwaijri. As they both

walked out of the palace, the Sheikh grabbed the
Schwarkopf’ shand and walked out hand-in-hand with
him.

Schwarkopf reflected, “ As we walked out of the
pal ace, the sheikh was holding my hand, an Arab ex-
pressionof friendship... | wasstill tryingto get used to
it.”

Compassi onate and thoughtful understanding stim-
ulates trust and unity rather than an impulsive erro-
neous perception of insult among peoples of different
cultures.

Each American comesfrom someindigenousor im-
migrant ethnicity. It takesonly oneindividual to cor-
rect thewrongsof history. My uncle, Senator Daniel
Akaka of Hawaii, has always chosen to see positive
similaritiesamong indigenous Americansthat unite
rather than differencesthat divide.

Hisvision hastaken many yearsfor Congressional
lawsto sanction cultural rightsof Native Americans,
nativeHawaiians, and Alaskan Eskimos' today; mean-
while, these indigenous people have been united as
dedicated military personnel inlarge numbers.

Holding othersin high esteem, Congress passed
variouslawsthat united and protected i ndigenous peo-
plesof Americato perpetuatewaysof culturethat had
already beendying out acrossAmerica. Whenlegisla-

tion passed giving Hawaiians many native rights as
oneof thethreeindigenousgroupsin America, | wrote
tomy uncleto congratulatehim. Hesent theentireleg-
islative packagethat reflected a Congressthat today
compassionately rightsthewrongsof the past and pro-
motesunity over division.

Schwarzkopf saw unity asaproblematic challenge
when the Saudi military position was, “Americans
wereonour soil, soof coursewe' reinchargeof every-
thing.” He said that he knew that the Americans’ re-
sponsewould be, “We' re sending most of theforces;
we should bein charge of everything.”

By having Americansunder American command-
ers, British under British commanders, Egyptiansun-
der Egyptian commanders, Saudisunder Saudi com-
manders, and joint cooperation united at thetop, suc-
cesswasrealized.

As though talking about a remote hooch here in
Honduras, former President Dwight Eisenhower
wrote, “1f we keep our eyeson theguidepost, then no
difficultiesalong our path of mutual cooperation can
ever beinsurmountable. Moreover, whenthistruth has
permeated to theremotest hamlet and heart of all peo-
ples, thenindeed may we beat our swordsinto plow-
sharhesand all nationscan enjoy thefruitfulnessof the
earth.”
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Team meets medical needs, helps people anlmals In Lempira

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

Inthevillagesof Lempira, Honduras,
members of Joint Task Force-Bravo's
Medical Element (MEDEL) and ajoint
forceof activeduty andreserveunitsre-
stored thehealth of villagersand theani -
mals they care for during a medical
readinesstraining exercise(MEDRETE)
held recently.

Honduransfilled the steps and wait-
ing areasasthetimeto seetheU. S. mil-
itary medics, doctors and dentists ap-
proached. The medics examined them
andtreated themfor avariety of illness-
€s.

Medical personnel saw 4,100 patients
from March 7 to 15 according to 1L T
LornaMcKoy of MEDEL, theofficerin
charge of the MEDRETE. She said the
patients received preventive medicine
classesthat dealt with theimportance of
hand washing and sanitation, and multi-
vitaminsweredistributed. Another pre-
ventivemedicineclassdealt with proper
dental care, such asthe proper use of a
toothbrush.

Medical personnel set up atriagesta-
tion after the preventivemedicineclass.
M edicsexamined the patientsand deter -
mined what ailed them. Oneof thediffi-
cultiestheteam had wasbuilding amed-
ical history of their patients, one of two
key partsindiagnosing acondition.

“When we asked them questions on
their medical condition, they would say
‘yes' to everything, making it difficult
for usto make adiagnosis,” said CPT
(Dr.) Roy Mortenson, 109th Medical
Battalion.

“Wefindalot of minorillnesses, such
asheadaches, gynecological problems,

Photos by SPC Jeremy Heckler

Adoctor from the 109th Medical Battalion, South Dakota National Guard, examines apatientduring arecent MEDRETE
in Lempira. Medics treated 4,100 patients during aseven-day period covering seven separate villages.

said McKoy. Shesaid that the more seri-
ousillnesseswerereferred to Honduran
doctors.

“Most of the peopl e have somesort of
upper respiratory problem,” said
Mortenson. “We usually treat it with
cough syrup, ibuprofen or some other
over-the-counter medication.” Headded
that the more serious infections were
treated with antibiotics.

The MEDRETE team also enlisted
the services of aNavy civil affairs offi-

congestion and minor achesand pains,”

| -

cer, who also happened to be amedical

o

Dentists perform a checkup on a Honduran boy. In addition to performing
medical and dental treatment, personnel gave preventive medicine classes.

doctorinthecivilianworld.

“This has alowed me to access the
population and the military in adeeper
way and to enhancetheeffect of civil af -
fairsand leave people more satisfied,”
Lt. Cmdr. Alan Spira, 3rd Civil Affairs
Group. Spirahasworked on several dif-
ferent medical exercisesworldwideand
saidthat it wasold hat for him.

Inanother part of theMEDRETE site,
dentists performed tooth extractionson
suffering patients. In yet another
area,veterinarianspliedtheir trade.

“| assisted the veterinarian with rou-
tine vaccinations, parasite control and
sick call for animals,” said SGT James
Barclay, an animal care specialist with
MEDEL.

Barclay saidthat hegaveout avariety

of different vaccinationsuniqueto each
animal.

“Vaccinationsarevery important be-
cause they last for ayear, and in some
cases, such asrabies, humanscan catch
the disease as well,” said Barclay. “So
when you treat the animal population,
you protect the human popul ation.”

Barclay saidtreatinganimalscould be
difficult at times, because unlike a hu-
man patient, they can’t tell the doctor
whereit hurts.

All of themedical personnel left Lem-
pira with a positive outlook on what
they’ vedonefor the peopleof Honduras.

“The best part of the MEDRETE is
getting out to thevill agesand seeing hu-
mans and animals cared for,” said Bar -

clay.

SGT James Barclay of JTF-Bravo’s MEDEL gives a vaccination for hog
choleraduringaMEDRETE to the state of Lempira.



By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

They couldtell you horror storiesand
tearjerkers. They could tell you stories
with Hollywood endings. In their job,
absolutely every second counts. It's a
matter of life or death. It's a matter of
l[imbor eyesight. It’ sbeing‘first-up’ and
ready day or night for the unexpected.
They takecareof thecasualtiesof war as
well asthose of peacetimemissions.

Meet the witchdoctors of Central
America

They arethe United StatesArmy Air
Ambulance Detachment (USAAAD), a
21-person team of highly trained
aeromedical evacuation personnel who
aretrained to save lives at amoment’s
notice. The Witchdoctors, the medical
evacuation (MEDEVAC) detachment
assignedtothe 1st Battalion, 228th Avi-
ation Regiment at Soto Cano, aretheon-
ly forward deployed MEDEVAC unitin
the Western Hemisphere.

The Witchdoctors' four MEDEVAC
UH-60A Blackhawk helicopters— dis-
tinguished with a red cross on a white
background —sit on theramp herewith
one on constant alert-status for real
world missions.

A MEDEVAC aircraft is a regular
UH-60 Blackhawk configured with nec-
essary medi cal apparatus, suchasahigh-
performance hoist and acarousel of lit-
ters. Theflight crew differsfromtheusu-
al two pilotsand two crew chiefs; one of
those crew chiefsis substituted with a
flight medicinaMEDEVAC crew.

Here, MEDEVAC aircraft areflown
predominantly at night, which requires
use of night-vision goggles. The mis-
sionsrangefrom carefor real-lifetrau-
mas, such asgunshot woundsand car ac-
cident victimsto neonatal carefor pre-
matureinfants. Whenit comesdownto
thewire, wherelife, limb or lossof eye-
sight isat stake, no oneisturned away.
Hondurans, active-duty, reservists and
military retireeshavebeen caredfor, as
well asDOD civilians.

SPC John York, aMEDEVAC crew
chief, said one of themost enjoyableas-
pects of hisjob isthe mission itself. “|
came to Soto Cano from an air assault
unitin Koreawhereyou train to attack,
attack, attack and practiceoffensiveand
defensivepostures,” York said. “Here, as
acrew chief withaMEDEVAC unit, the
mission isvery different from what we
normally do asacrew chief inaregular
UH-60company. Here, wesavelives.”

SSG Jonathan Spiller, aflight medic
and NCOIC of the medical section,
agreed with Y ork.

“1’ve been a medic for amost eight
yearsnow, and still loveit. It’ sthereal -
world missionsthat makeit soenjoyable.
Y ou know you’ re making an impact on
people’ slives, and in many casesit'sa
life or death situation,” said Spiller

To further illustrate this point, Y ork
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USAAAD Wltchdoctors brlng medical aid from above
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Photo by 1stLt.Kim Garbett

SSG Jonathan Spiller,aWitchdoctor flight medic, inserts ateam of CostaRi-
can physicians and avillager into a junglein CostaRicato treat an epidemic
that had broken out while Joint Task Force-Bravo was in CostaRicaon aCen-
tral Skies counterdrug mission in August 2000.

and Spiller shared their storiesof acou-
pleof their morememorablemissions. In
El Salvador, earthquakes plagued the
land, |eaving many homelessand with-
out food and medical care.

Y ork told oneof his*Hollywood-end-
ing” stories.

“The earthquake damage done'in El
Salvador was pretty shocking, evenfrom
theair,” York said.“Inonesmall townwe
weremaking deliveriesof food and med-
ical suppliesto, an elderly |ady came out
and asked usif we could assist by taking
ayoung girl whoseappendix hadburstto
the hospital in San Salvador. Thelittle
girl could have died. Instead, the last
word | heard was that she survivedand
will get to seealittlemoreof her lifeand
theworld around her.”

Not all stories have Hol lywood end-
ings, however. “It’s not often that you
haveto deal with aninfant MEDEVAC
here, but one night, those of uson ‘ first-
up’ were called in to transport.a four-
month old girl who had difficulty breath-
ing and wasdetermined to have pneumo:
niatoHospital Escuelain Tegucigalpa;”
Spiller began. “ Ontheway to Tegucigal -
pa, redwarninglightswent offinour air-
craft and we had to make an emergency
landing at Hospital Militar, which was

ontheway. Basically, wewerelucky to
even make it there; the way the ‘trans-
mission’ looked when we landed, we
could haveeasily been 30 secondsfrom
death ourselves. It was very unexpect-
ed.”

Spillerwent onto say that fromthere,
thelittle@irl wastransported viavehicle
to Tegucigalpa, but theroad isoneof the
worst he'severseen. Spiller heard later
that thelittlegirl didnot makeit. “Wedid
everything we could on theway there...
gaveher I Vs, oxygen and any other care
wecould providefor her. Shedied any-
way.”

Spillerwent ontosay that childrenare
the hardest to deal with, becauseit’ san
innocent life at stake, and you're indi-
rectly responsiblefor whether that young
lifelivesor dies. Totop that mission off,
aCH-47 Chinook had to sling load the
MEDEVAC aircraft back to Soto Cano
to be fixed, anightmare in the minds of
all good UH-=60 crew chiefsand pilots.
Bottomline, said Spiller,isthat beinga
U.S. Army flight medicisan experience
to remember.

CW3 Perry Wilds, aWitchdoctor pi-
lot, said thelives of MEDEVAC crews
arevery different fromthestandard UH-
60pilots . “Thosewhoareon‘first-up,’
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usually acrew of four on standby for a
20-minuterecall, have 20 minutesto go
fromwhatever they weredoing to being
wheelsup ... with the patient, crew and
aircraft all ready toroll. * 777" showing
up inour pagersisnot just anumber to
us; it’s another life we could possibly
help save.”

Wildswent onto say that asaM EDE -
VAC pilot, keeping a sense of urgency
balanced with a steady calm is the ‘all
important’ becausethey haveaperson’'s
life in their hands. Everyone on the
MEDEVAC team works together to-
wardsonecommongoal, Wildssaid, and
that’ s why he believes thereis such an
awesome camaraderie between the pi-
lots, flight medicsand crew chiefs.

“There is such a huge diversity of
roles in MEDEVAC,” Wilds began.
“Medics have a huge responsibility in
thesemissions. Themedicsaretheliai-
son between the hospital and us. The
medic works directly with the patient
and MEDEL here, preparing the patient
fortransport ontheaircraft. If wewerein
the triple-canopy jungle of CostaRica,
for example, the medic would be even
moreindispensable; themedicwould be
thefirst on-sceneto respond.”

Spiller mentioned that flight medics
typically are trained in cardiac care as
well asdefibrillation, life support/oxy-
gen, treating openwoundsand providing
respirationfor patients. A mediccanalso
stabilize fractures, care for gunshot
wounds and deal with most major trau-
mas.

Thecrew chiefsand pilotsassist with
basic medical carewherethey can. Some
crew chiefs have been through the
Army’ scombat lifesaver course, making
them an even morevaluableasset. Crew
chiefsalso must keep theaircraft ready
and safe for flight and deal with the
maintenanceof theaircraft.

Wilds said that he enjoys being a
MEDEVACpilot.“What makesit excit-
ingfor meisthat themissionhassuchva-
riety. Oneday you could betransporting
aperson to Tegucigal pa, the next, doing
an over-water offshore hoist rescue or
MEDEV ACingaburnvictimor aneona-
tal for care.”

At Soto Cano, theWitchdoctorsalso
support Central Skiescounter-drugmis-
sions, New Horizonsengineer and med-
ical exercises, medical readinesstraining
exercises and Operation Weedeater
counter-drug missions, to name a few.
Thesemissionsarelocated all over Cen-
tral Americaand partsof the Caribbean.

Wilds, Spiller and Y ork all agree on
one main thing about their jobs in
MEDEVAC: theesprit decorpsof every-
oneon theteam.

“Thesenseof camaraderiethat devel -
ops when you work these life-or-death
missionsisawesome,” said York. “You
get fired up working with the pilots,
medics and other crew chiefs on real-
worldmissions. Itistruly auniqueexpe-
rience.”
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AFN lights up airwaves, highlights life on Soto Cano

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

They come through the radios of Soto Cano two
timesaday, broadcasting a mixture of cool tunesand
light banter aswell asbroadcasting life on baseback to
thestates. They areagroup of folkskeeping Joint Task
Force-Bravointouchwithlifeback inplaceslikeMia-
mi and Dallas, or even Manhattan ... Kansas, that is.

They arethe Armed ForcesNetwork, Honduras
crew. Thestaff of three broadcastersand two
technicianskeepsthe Power Lizard, 106.5
onthedial, rocking.

Each morningiskicked off by SGT
Jeff Stevenson’ smorning show from
7 to9am. Stevenson mixesinalit-
tle bit of everything from soft
rhythm and blues to some of the
moreinteresting selections of the
calers.

“l do the standard morning
show,” said Stevenson. Headded
that hetriesto stick tothebasics
because heisworking solo.

“If therewasamorning ‘ zoo’
of DJswithmorethanoneDJ,I'd
place a higher priority on enter-
tainment,” said Stevenson. “Be-
causeitisjustmehereinthemorn-
ing, | try tostick toinformation and
musi ¢ because no one likes a yam-
mering jock.”

Stevenson livens up his show with
observations and anecdotes on current
eventsintheworldand on base.

“I mainly try to poke fun at myself and the
Army, but not in adisrespectful way,” said Steven-
son.

The Afternoon Rock Shopthat airsdaily from2to5
p.m. takes listeners through a mix of music from the
60’ stothe present day. Threedaysaweek, SPC Lorne
Neff takescharge of the show.

Neff said that hetriedto pick musicfromavariety of
genres, frommodern mainstreamto 60’ sand 70’ sclas-
sic rock. Wednesdays are “way-back” Wednesdays,
whereeach hour of the show isdedicated to adifferent
decade of music and sometimeseven adifferent genre
altogether.

“Sometimes| play 80’ s pop or rap music from that
timefor variety,” said Neff. Neff’ sshow receivesalot

of callerswho add their ownrequeststothelineup.

“A lot of times, peoplecall withrequeststhat don’ tfit
theformat, but I try to play it becausel know they are
listening tothe show,” said Neff, whoison hissecond
tour of duty at the Power Lizard. “ Thefirsttimel was
here, | had been hereaweek and had never seen South
Park,” said Neff. “ Someonecall ed and requested apop-
ular song from the show and after listening to 30 sec-
ondsof thesong | knew it wasthewrong song to play.

Fifteen minuteslater, the Task Force commander
came through the door and said ‘ never

play that songagain.’”

“Thisisanawesomejaob,” said
Neff. “Back in the States, all |
doiswork ceremonies. Here,

I work with the most mod-
ern equipment and get to
dothejobl trainedtodo.”
A new additiontothe
Afternoon Rock Shop
andthePower Lizardis

SGT Kevin Quill, a

rookie straight out of

the Defense Informa-
tion School.
Theformer cavalry
scoutisslowly getting
thehang of theshow.
“This has been
hard,” said Quill. “Half
the time, I’'m thinking
about what button I’ m go-
ingtopushnext.” Hesaidhe
has been relying on the help
of hisfellow DJsand the use of
hisown printed aids.
“Thisisfun, but you need to pay
attentionor you’ Il definitely look likean
idiot,” said Quill.“Y ourealy needtothink two or three
stepsahead and have stuff loaded.”

“I"'mnot areal talkativeperson, butit’ scool because
ontheair you can beanyoneyouwant,” said Quill.

Whentheguysaren't blasting musicthroughtheair-
waves, they are creating clipsto send back tothe Army
Broadcasting Service’ shomeofficesabout lifeon Soto
Cano.

SSG Curt Phillips, chief maintenancetechnicianand
AFN detachment commander, said that they submit sto-
riesto Soldier’ sRadioand Televisionfor broadcast.

Thebroadcastersfamiliarized themselveswiththe

Above: SGT Jeff
Stevenson wakes up
Soto Cano onthe Pow-
er Lizard Morning
Show. Twice a day, the
soldiers and airmen
from AFN-Honduras
take to the airwaves
with news and music
from across Soto
Cano.

Right: SPC Lorne Neff,
a broadcaster with
AFN-Honduras, works
onthe AVID digital edit-
ing machine, develop-
ing atraining video for
ARFOR. In addition to
broadcasting on thera-
dio, AFN sends clips of
JTF-Bravo back for air
on Soldier’s Radio and
Television.

-
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workingsof the AVID video editing system.
a ...

.

otos by SPC Jerey Heckler

“The computer allowsyou tolook through clipsby
just pointing and clicking on them without searching
through tapes,” said Stevenson. Oneof thefirst stories
created withthe help of the AVID system detailed the
work of Joint Task Force-Bravo’srelief effortsin El
Salvador after an earthquake struck their country.

Phillipsand Staff Sgt. Brian Villakeep thestation on-
line, keepingall of theequipment running for theradio
station, aswell askeepingthe AFN televisionfeed on.

“Inthisbusiness, you never know whenyou'’ re go-
ingtolosecable, andif the cabledoesgo out, we pro-
vide a backup with television programming,” said
Phillips.

Villa, who also lives at the studios, is on call 24-
hours-a-day tofix any of theglitchesthat could sideline
operations.

“I like being ableto liveat my job,” said Villa. “It
meansthat | can concentrate solely on the mission of
keeping thestationup and running.”

The broadcasters and technicians are a tight-knit
group. Villa shares space at the Power Lizard with
Stevenson. At any timeof theday thegroup can beseen
enjoying somelight moments.

“These aregreat guys,” said Phillips. “1 believein
teamwork at work and at play, and theseguysliveit.”

It isthis team that keeps Soto Cano Air Base and
Joint Task Force-Bravo awareand informed each and
every day.

The Power

Lizard
106.5 FM
Rockin'JTF-Bravo

[Wlermelsn

threugh Friday

7 to10a.m.
Power Lizard
Morning Show with

1la.m.tolp.m.
Lunchtime Jams with
DJ Styx

2to5p.m. Afternoon Rock Shop
Mon., Wed.,Fri. SPC Lorne Neff
Tues., Thurs. SGT Kevin Quill
7to9p.m. Latino show with
Mon., Tues. DJ Frank
8to10p.m. Jazz/Blues with
Wednesday Big Daddy Gringo
8to10p.m. Night Watch with
Thursday Various DJs
8 to10a.m. Christian Radio
Show with
Victor Harris




By Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
Public Affairs

Lights, cameraand action onthebig screen. Scores
of film aficionadosand casual moviegoersflock tothe
basetheater several timesaweek to catch thelatest and
greatest fromHollywood. Many enjoy thefilm, but few
know what goes on behind the scenesthat make up the
Soto Cano cinema

Thetheater isarelatively new attraction tothe base.
A plagueintheentry foyer commemoratesthe August
21,1999 grand opening. Projection equipment that was
transferred from anow-closed Panamanian base made
the theater possible, according to Staff Sgt. Bryan
Wilcox, of AFFOR, atheater projectionist.

Wilcox hasworked behind the scenesrunning film
since Nov. 2000 and has more than 40 moviesto his
credit. Operationally, the systemiscomplex and anti-
quated. A pair of six-foot-tall, mammoth projectorsis
bolted tothefloor sideby side. Like mechanical beasts
fromyour granddaddy’ syouth, theseartifactsgivecus-
tomerswhat they pay for — thelarge screen image not
possibleonahooch’sVCR/TV playback.

Two-foot diameter tape reel sthat weigh 10 pounds
each are set up and alternated for the showing of asin-
glemovie. Therearenormally fiveto eight tapesfor
each movieshown. Thetrained eyecan catchthepoint
wherethefilmmakesthetransitionfromonereel toan-
other. Wilcox said therearetransition cuesthat can be
seen on the screen to indicate when one unit needsto
play and the other isto stop. He made me promise not
todivulgethesubtlecues—ittendstoruinthemovieif
you spot them.

Wilcox said occasionally thereare problems. Most
issuesonly resultinminor delaysbetweenfilmtransi-
tions, but one episode had aloaded film reel that spun
off anunlocked spindle. Withthemoviestill playing,
thetape crashed six feet to thefloor with anest of film
spaghetti unravelinginthefall.

Beside the pure enjoyment of watching a long-
awaited rel ease, thereisal sothelovefor munchiesthat
can sometimesbebetter thanthefilmitself. A full com-
pliment of beveragesand snackscan bepurchased from
the concession stand for much lessthan acommercial
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Staff Sgt. Bryan Wilcox of AFFORthreads the cumbersomefilm into the complex camerasystem in prepa-
ration for the evening movie atthe base theater that will entertain dozens of Soto Cano customers.

theater in the states. Run by AFFOR’ sEnlisted Club
volunteers, proceedsgoto support many charitableac-
tivitiessaid Tech. Sgt. KrisCaldwell, who has served
as the AFFOR Enlisted Club’s president since July
2000.

Concession proceeds support two local orphanages
and AFFOR internal programs such as airman and
NCO of thequarter recognition.

Asmuch asthree hundred dollarsamonthisdonat-
ed toward AFFOR’s orphanages through cookouts,
structural and plumbing improvement projects, or ship-
ping costsfor statesideclothesdonations, accordingto
Caldwell.

Ittakesateamtomakeitwork. Caldwell saiditisn’t
just one person that makes the concession stand run.

Secondly, CostaRicalackstheairlift

Theteam of volunteersfillsnearly 50 positionsamonth
and anyoneisencouraged to volunteer for duty.

“It givesyou agood feeling of satisfaction to con-
tributetothisgroup. It helpsout thelessfortunatelike
the orphanages. For some people, it gets them out of
their roomsand givesthem achanceto meet new peo-
ple,” said Caldwell.

o, if theurgestrikestotakeinthebig screenor con-
tributesto agood cause, consider giving thetheater a
few hoursof timeasacustomer or avolunteer. It could
bean Academy Award-winning experience.

Folksinterested in becoming avolunteer at the the-
ater should send an e-mail to Staff Sgt. Jeff Bristow,
AFFOR'’ s concession manager, to inquire about the
availability of slots.

* Drugs

(ContinuedfromPage3)

thejungleat 90 miles per hour with con-
stant el evation changesiscomparableto
looking for a peanut in a mountain of
shag carpet.

With the acutely trained eyes of the
counter-drug agents, the targets were
methodically spotted and the choppers
settledinfor aninsertion.

Precariously hovering over theland-
ing zone — close enough to rappel, far
enough to keep away from the moun-
tainsideandtriple-canopy vegetation—
agentswereinserted by helicopter crews
in awell-choreographed maneuver us-
ing oneof thetrained methods.

On the ground, agents immediately
set towork clearing theland of marijua
naplantsthat ranged from six inchesto
fifteenfeettall — pulling, cutting, shred-
ding and piling thecannabiscontraband.

When all themarijuanawasgathered

up, itwastimetolightit up and burnit
all.

Upon clearing the field, agents re-
versed the insertion procedure and be-
came airborne again — to find another
field and incinerate more dope. In
all,there were numerousfields located
anddestroyed.

Whilethemarijuanain CostaRicais
considered alower gradethan someoth-
er countries’ production, itisstill adrug
to bereckoned with.

Growers can expect to get upto $150
a pound for their crop, according to a
DEA agent . Inacountry that hasan av-
erage annual incomeof $2,500, theille-
gal fieldscan augment their income sig-
nificantly.

He said the Central Skies processis
essential to the deterrence of marijuana
growing for afew reasons.

First, there is an ecological concern
with using herbicides that would also
harmthegood floral resources— so cut-
and-burn operationsarethe most practi-
cal and saf est meansof destruction of the
narcotics.

capability for inserting teamsinto this
typeof countryside, and with the move-
ment of fieldsinto ground-inaccessible
areas, airliftisthepreferred option.

Finally, the speed of an air insertion
meansgrowerswill havevery little* ad-
vanced warning time” to possibly come
inand harvest before agents can destroy
their cash crop.

“Thiswaseight daysof intensetrain-
ing for everyone,” said LTC Wayne
DeNeff, ARFOR commander and com-
mander of thismission. “ Staff Sgt. Pedro
Soler’s Joint Security Forces element
provided outstanding security for usgiv-
en the dangerous activity in the local
area. Teamwork pays off.”

With CostaRicaCentral Skiescerti-
fied asaformidabl e counter-drug meas-
ure, it sendsastrong messagetoillegal
marijuana growers that their consider-
ableinvestment will bereduced to some
smoking ash so long as the skies are
filled with the sound of whirling heli-
coptersloaded withjustice, ready for ac-
tion.

Whereisthephone?
cDondeestael telefono?

| aman American Soldier.
Y osoy unsoldadodelosEsta-
dosUnidos.

What isyour name?
JComosellama?

My nameis... _
Me llamo... or Mi nombre
€s...
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BRIEFS

AFtenure hits 22 years

Air Forcepersonnel officialsrecently
announced thedecisionto changetechni-
cal sergeant highyear of tenurefrom20to
22 yearsof serviceeffectiveJuly 1. Al-
thoughthischangeiseffectiveJuly 1, al
tech sergeants, regardless of Air Force
specialty code, are now eligibleto apply
for thefiscal 2001 Temporary HY T Ex-
tension Program. Thiswill allow techser-
geantswith HY T dates before July 1 to
apply foraHY T extensiontothe22 years
of service point. Peoplecan contact their
local military personnel flight for more
information. Implementationguidanceis
forthcoming fromthe Air Force Person-
nel Center.

Bicycle Safety Rules

When riding abicycle on base, make
sure you wear a proper helmet at all
times. A reflectivevest/belt must beworn
during the hours of darkness. Bicycles
cannot be ridden on the sidewalks. JSF
has been directed to confiscate bicycles
of violatorsfor 30 daysand notify the ap-
propriate chain of command.

Comayagua Policy

Asof March 16 per order of JTF-Bra-
vo commander: Based on input and the
assessment by JSF, Comayagua and the
immediateareasurroundingitareonlim-
itswiththefollowing conditions:

1. Curfew ismidnight, on both week-
daysand weekends.

2. All areas (except those onthe pub-
lished off l[imits areas) are on limits ex-
cept discotheques, bars, and all other es-
tablishmentswhose primary businessis
entertainment and selling of alcohal.
Specifically, Celiosisoff limitsand will
be added to the permanent off limitslist
for at | east 60 daysbeforeitsstatusisre-
viewed. Restaurantsare on limitsaswell
asprivatehomesand al cohol may becon-
sumed at thesel ocations.

3. Overnight passesand leavein Co-
mayaguaare only authorized for airmen
and soldiers whose familieslivein Co-
mayaguaand the chain of command veri-
fiesthat thespousedoesinfactlivethere.
Servicemembers must remain overnight
inaresidence. Hotelsarenot authorized.

Basketball Courts

Thebasketball court will beclosedfor
repairsbeginning March 24. A temporary
courtwill beerectedintheB-areaparking
lot.

Word of the Day

The chapel is offering a daily devo-
tional called"Word of theDay." Anyone
interestedinbeing added needstosendan
e-mail stating such to phillipd@jtfb-
emhl.army.mil.

A trip to the falls of
Pulhapanzak

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Thewater crashed over the edge and tumbled down
over therocksbelow. Diversjumped from rocksalong
thefall’ s outskirts, where a perpetual rainbow, or ar-
coiris, asitiscalledin Honduras, settled over the spray
created by thewaterstouching thepool below. Children
wadedinthepoolsand playedinthewater astheriver
rushed by them. Pulhapanzak Falls, situated about ahal f
an hour past L akeY ojoainHonduras, createsaonce-in-
a-lifetime experience for travelers from all over the
world. A guideteachesvisitorshowtosay “rainbow” in
Spanish, German, French and Dutch.

Visitorsfrom Soto Cano can follow their guidesbe-
hind thefallsto see small cavesand experience asur-
vivor-typeenvironment. No flashlightsareneeded for
this, but it isagood ideato bring awaterproof camera
and an extrachange of clothes, because no doubt about
it, agood head-to-toe soakingisinorder.

Beprepared to get muddy beforeyou hit the bottom
of thefalls; rainy or dry season, the falls spray water
alongthepath and makehikingtothebaseof thefallsan
exciting gameof who can keep their footing the best.

After your hour of waterfallsand exoticfloraand fau-
na, jumping off rocks and playing Indiana Jones cave
explorer, everyoneleaveshappy and exhausted to have

-

Photo by1st Lt. Kim Garbett
lunch at Lake Y 0joa, just a short ride back down the
streets of Honduras.

Y ou’ vebeenontheroad since8a.m., but there’ still
much morefunto behad. If youliketo boat, gofishing
or stay overnight at aquiet cabinaway frombase, Lake
Y ojoaisthe placefor fun.

Joint Task Force-Bravo’'s Morale, Welfare and
Recreation center can set troopsup for thesetoursor any
number of other enjoyable and memorabl etrips.

Thetropicsof Honduras offer many outdoor activi-
ties, from scubadiving in clear bluewaters off the Bay
Islands, to sunning onthebeach at LaCeibato enjoying
hikesin the mountain ranges.

e Aurora

(ContinuedfromPage 1)

missionsdesigned to foster good will
and improve relations between the
United States and the host nation. A
typical New Horizons exercise con-
sistsof engineer construction projects
and medical readinesstraining exer-
cises. Engineers focus on building
schoolsand clinics, diggingwellsand
road improvements. Medical special -
istsprovideroutinesurgery and treat-
ment that would otherwise be un-
available to many of thelocals(i.e.,
tonsillectomy, cleft palatereconstruc-
tion). New Horizonsalso providesthe
United Stateswith an opportunity to
trainmilitary membersinaustereen-
vironmentsthey may seeinfutureop-
erations.

In all actuality, however, Task
Force-Aurora shasecamp, situated a
few miles outside of Flores,
Guatemala, is not as austere as one
mightimagine. ThisTask Forceisthe
first deployed forceto use apackage
called ‘Force Provider. Force
Provider isaready-madedepl oyment
kit for the set-up of base camps, and
includes everything from air-condi-
tionedlatrinestoalaundry facility to
achapel that can cater to over thirty-
threedifferentreligions. Alsoinclud-
edisan MWR tent (ping pong, movie
screen, and board games and a pop-
corn machine), a fully functional
gym, a base exchange, a chow hall
whereheated meal scan be madeand

air conditioned sleeping bays. Each
individual facility isshippedinmetal
containersin separate unitsto the de-
ployedlocation.

Task Force-Aurorahasthe capaci-
ty for 550 military personnel withthe
ForceProvider package. Thereisalso
ahospital tent on-sitewhere medical
personnel cantreat almost any patient
and almost any condition, from car-
diac arreststo hypertension. A dental
clinicisalsoavailable.

The days at the various sites for
Task Force-Aurora are challenging.
Air Force, Army, Marine Corps and
Navy personnel wake up between
4:30to5a.m.andwork along, hot day
inthe Guatemalan sun. Their workday
normally terminatesaround 5 p.m. or
lastsuntil the site’ sgoalsfor the day
aremet. SPC José Rosario, amember
of the 456th Quatermaster Company
out of the Puerto Rican Army Nation-
al Guard, saidthedaysarelongat TF-
Aurora. “Everyoneis so tired at the
end of the night ... they debrief at
meetings, clean up and preparefor the
next day.”

For those “ energizer bunny” per-
sonalities, somewill gotothegymor
tothe MWR tentstorel ax.

“But,” Rosariosaid, “thework here
isreally fulfilling. Y ou know you're
doing something for someone else
whoreally needsit and canreally ap-
preciate your sweat and days spent
away from your families.” Rosario,
when not serving in uniform, works
inthepolicedepartment in Puerto Ri-
co in the finance section. Rosario is
thetask force commander’ sdriver.

COL Jaime Rivera,commander of
Task Force-Aurora, said the force
members are working hard and are
meeting all projected goalsin excel-
lent time.

“We're on track and doing well
withfinishingour projectssofar,” he
said. “Wehavepeopleherefromunits
all over theworld and they swap out
every few weeks, depending ontheir
rotation times. The transitions have
been good and theincrediblemotiva-
tion of the troops have really set the
paceandtonefor thistask force.”

Master Sgt. Brenan Stuhl with the
Air Force Reservesout of the482nd
Civil Engineer Squadron at Home-
stead ARB, Fla.,, works with the
ROWPU (reverse osmosiswater pu-
rification unit). Heisapark ranger in
his“ spare” time.

“Moraleispretty good here,” Stuhl
said. “ A lot of progressisbeing made
with the projects and the facilities
herearegreat. I’ venever seen abase
camp likethisbefore ... the showers
actually have shower stalls!”

Another reserve forces soldier,
SPC NateHalvorsenwiththe1011th
Quartermaster Corps from Kansas,
said thisdeployment isan experience
entirely different than any other for
him. “It's my first time out of the
states, and there’ salot to seeherein
Guatemala, including famous sites
liketheTikal Ruins. But, asyouand|
both know, it’ s not exactly Kansas.”
Hesmiled. Halvorsen workswith the
ROWPU unit at TF-Aurora. In ‘real
life,” Halvorsenworksat aJuice Fac-
tory in Missouri.



